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The Town of Geneva annually issues a report describing the quality of your drinking water.  The purpose of this report is to raise your understanding of drinking water and awareness of the need to protect our drinking water sources.  Included are details about where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to state standards .  We want you to be informed about your drinking water.
GET INVOLVED !!
If you are interested in opportunities to become more involved with your water supply, the Town of Geneva holds regularly scheduled meetings at the Town Hall on County Road #6 on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
Where Does My Water Come From, and How is it Treated?
    This report shows the water quality for the Town of Geneva Districts #1, #2, #3 and #10.  In sequence they are the Lenox Park area, West Lake Road area, White Springs Road area, and State Routes 14A and Routes 5 & 20 area.  2,625 residents in these areas are supplied with top quality drinking water from the Town of Geneva Water Department.   

       The water supply for the Town of Geneva consists of three drilled wells located at Kashong.  Well # 3 is our primary source with Wells #1 and # 2 used as a back up during periods of increased demand.  The ground water is treated in a variety of ways prior to entering distribution.  The water is disinfected through the use of chlorine.  Fluoride is added to the water for the promotion of healthy teeth and gums and orthophosphate is used for corrosion control purposes. 

     In general, the sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activities.   Contaminants that may be present in source water include: microbial contaminants; inorganic contaminants; pesticides and herbicides; organic chemical contaminants; and radioactive contaminants. In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the State and the EPA prescribe regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. The State Health Department's and the FDA’s regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health.

     The NYS DOH has completed a source water assessment for Geneva water district # 2 based on available information. Possible and actual threats to this drinking water source were evaluated. The state source water assessment includes a susceptibility rating based on the risk posed by each potential source of contamination and how easily contaminants can move through the subsurface to the wells. The susceptibility rating is an estimate of the potential for contamination of the source water, it does not mean that the water delivered to consumers is, or will become, contaminated.  See section “Are there contaminants in our drinking water?” for a list of the contaminants that have been detected.  The source water assessments provide resource managers with additional information for protecting source waters into the future.

     As mentioned before, our water is derived from 3 drilled wells.  The source water assessment has rated these wells as having a medium-high susceptibility to microbial contamination, nitrate, metals, herbicides, pesticides, petroleum products, halogenated solvents, and other industrial contaminants. Susceptibility to enteric viruses was found to be high.  These ratings are due primarily to the close proximity of residential development to the wells, and the fact that the wells draw from an unconfined aquifer with high hydraulic conductivity.   While nitrate and other inorganic contaminants were detected in our water, it should be noted that all drinking water, including bottled drinking water may be reasonably expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants from natural sources.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk.  Please note that, while the source water assessment rates our well as being susceptible to microbial contamination, our water is disinfected to ensure that the finished water delivered into your home meets the New York state drinking water standards for microbial contamination.

     County and state health departments will use this information to direct future source water protection activities. These may include water quality monitoring, resource management, plans and educational programs.   A copy of the assessment including a map of the assessment area, can be obtained by contacting the NYSDOH at (315) 789-3030.
Discussion of Testing Results
    As you can see by the table, our system had no violations.  We have learned through our testing that some contaminants have been detected; however, these contaminants were detected below New York State requirements. It should be noted that the action level for lead was exceeded at one (23 ug/l) of the nine sites tested.  Based on this exceedance we are required to present the following information on lead in drinking water: Infants and young children are typically more vulnerable to lead in drinking water than the general population. It is possible that lead levels at your home may be higher than at other homes in the community as a result of materials used in your home’s plumbing. If you are concerned about elevated lead levels in your home’s water, you may wish to have your water tested and flush your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water. Additional information is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

     Some people may be more vulnerable to disease-causing microorganisms or pathogens in drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections.  These people should seek advice from their health care provider about their drinking water. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium, Giardia, and other microbial pathogens are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline 1-800-426-4791. 
     We are pleased to report that the drinking water in the Town of Geneva met all federal and state requirements.  If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, please call Charles Bracko, Water Superintendent, (315)789-6727 or the NYSDOH at (315)789-3030.
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